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UNESCO 

 
The United  Nations  Educational,  Scientific  and  Cultural  Organization (UNESCO)  is     a 

specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) founded in 1945 with its headquarters in Paris. Its 

declared purpose is to contribute to peace and security by promoting international intellectual 

collaborations in education, sciences and culture in order to enhance universal understanding and 

respect     for justice, the rule of law,   and human   rights along   with   the   fundamental 

freedom proclaimed in the United Nations Charter. 

UNESCO has 195 member states and ten associate members. Most of its field offices are "cluster" 

offices covering three or more countries; national and regional offices also exist. UNESCO pursues 

its objectives through five major programs: education, natural sciences, social/human sciences, 

culture and communication/information. Projects sponsored by UNESCO covers education 

including technical, vocational education and teacher-training programs, international sciences 

programs, the promotion  of  independent  media  and freedom  of  education  ,  the  promotion  

of cultural heritage and diversity as also international cooperation agreements to secure the 

world's cultural and natural heritage (World Heritage sites) and to preserve human rights, and 

attempts to bridge the worldwide digital divide. Above are the promotion of peace and sustainable 

development. It is also a member of the United Nations Development Group (UNDG). 
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UN Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) 

The Sustainable Development Goals were adopted at the 70th Session of the United nations General 

Assembly in 2015 as a shared agenda for all humanity. UNESCO, as one of the United Nations’ 

specialized agencies, is at the forefront of work to achieve the SDGs. 

 

the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to Transform Our World : 

 

GOAL 1: No Poverty : End poverty in all its forms everywhere. 

 
GOAL 2: Zero Hunger : End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote 

sustainable agriculture. 

 
GOAL 3: Good Health and Well-being : Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all 

ages. 

 
GOAL 4: Quality Education : Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote 

lifelong learning opportunities for all. 

 

GOAL 5: Gender Equality : Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. 

 
GOAL 6: Clean Water and Sanitation : Ensure availability and sustainable management of 

water and sanitation for all. 

 

GOAL 7: Affordable and Clean Energy : Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and 

modern energy for all. 

 

GOAL 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth : Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all. 

 

GOAL 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure : Build resilient infrastructure, promote 

inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation. 
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GOAL 10: Reduced Inequality : Reduce inequality within and among countries. 

 

GOAL 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities : Make cities and human settlements inclusive, 

safe, resilient and sustainable. 

 

GOAL 12: Responsible Consumption and Production: Ensure sustainable consumption and 

production patterns. 

 

GOAL 13: Climate Action : Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts. 

 

GOAL 14: Life Below Water : Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine 

resources for sustainable development. 

 

GOAL 15: Life on Land : Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 

sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 

biodiversity loss. 

 
 

GOAL 16: Peace and Justice Strong Institutions : Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for 

sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and 

inclusive institutions at all levels. 

 
GOAL 17: Partnerships to Achieve the Goal : Strengthen the means of implementation and 

revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development. 
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Sri Lanka National Commission for 

UNESCO / SLNCU 

Sri Lanka National Commission for UNESCO Agenda in Sri Lanka, officially known as Democratic 

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. This Commission established on 14th November 1949 under the 

Ministry of Education and is chaired by Hon. Minister of Education. The Secretary of the Ministry 

of Education functions as the Vice Chairman and the Secretary General is the Chief Executive 

Officer of the Commission. 

Sri Lanka National Commission for UNESCO is currently chaired by Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam, 

Minister of Education and Mr.Sunil Hettiarachchi functions as the Vice - Chairman and Mr. Premalal 

Ratnaweera is the Secretary General of the Commission. 

Address : Sri Lanka National Commission for UNESCO 

5th Floor, 

Ministry of Education, “Isuripaya”, 

Pelawatte, Battaramulla, Sri Lanka. 

Email : slncu@slt.lk 

Web site : http://www.slncu.lk/ 
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No. Programme/ Event Date(s) 
Organize by 

/ Venue 

Participations 

Name Institute 

1.  
Training Workshop on Online Gender 

Assessment tools for Teacher Education  

28-29 May 

2018 

Hanoi,  

Viet Nam  

Ms. M.H.F.Maheeza, 

Senior Lecturer  

National Institute of 

Education 

2.  

The Asia-Pacific Regional Seminar on 

MOOCs for Higher Education: Seizing 

digital opportunities to achieve SDG4  

11-13 June 

2018 
China  

Mr. K.R.Uduwawala, 

Additional Secretary (Non-

State Higher Education)  

Ministry of Higher 

Education & Cultural 

Affairs  

3.  
3

rd
 Asia-Pacific Regional Policy Forum 

on Early Childhood care and Education  

5-6 June 

2018 

Kathmandu, 

Nepal  

Mr. S.Sathkunaraja, 

Deputy Director of 

Education Development  

Department of 

Provincial Education, 

Northern Province  

4.  

Technical Consultation Meeting on the 

future of Education for Sustainable 

Development  

09-10 July 

2018 

Bangkok, 

Thailand  

Ms. Leela Kumari 

Senevirathne, Director of 

Education, management 

and Quality Assurance   

Ministry of Education 

5.  
Training Workshop on Gender 

Mainstreaming in Teacher Education   

17-20 July 

2018 
China  

Mr. Virajith Kodagoda, 

Senior Lecture  

National Institute of 

Education  

Ms. M.H.F.Maheeze, 

Senior Lecture  
National Institute of 

Education 

Ms. U.G.W.Wimalka, 

Senior Lecture 
National Institute of 

Education 
Ms. Anusha Edirisinghe, 

Director, Center for Gender 

Studies  

University of Kelaniya  

6.  
The 3

rd
 International Conference on 

Global Citizenship Education (GCED) 

5-6 Sep. 

2018 
Korea  

S.U.I.K. De Silva, Lecturer 
Department of Social 

Sciences, NIE 

A.L.S.Abeywickrama, 

Senior Lecturer  
Department of Social 

Sciences, NIE 

7.  
Regional Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue on 

Comprehensive Sexuality Education  

6-7 Sep. 

2018 
Thailand  

H.G.Priyanthi Dhammika, 

Assistant Director of 

Education 

Provincial Department 

of Education (North 

Central Province)  

8.  

South and West Asia Training Workshop 

on Monitoring SDG4: Education 

Statistics and Tools  

6-10 August 

2018 

New Delhi, 

India  

Ms. K.G.D.P.Gunaratne, 

Assistant Director of 

Education. 

Ministry of Education 

Ms. A.B.T.M.A.R. 

Bandaranayake, Assistant 

Director of Education. 

Ministry of Education 

Mrs. G.W.C.K.K. 

Sumanasiri, Statistical 

Officer  

Ministry of Education 

9.  Regional Workshop on Enhancing 

Community Engagement for Education 

for Sustainable Development (ESD) 

towards achieving Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs):  

 

10-14 

September 

2018, 

Okayama 

City, Japan 

Mrs. Badra Padmakanthi 

Withanage, Director of 

Education, Education for 

All + SDG-4- 

Ministry of Education 

Mrs. A.C.Hewage, 

Teacher,  
Ananda College,  
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10.  

Regional Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue on 

Comprehensive Sexuality Education 

(Regional CSE Dialogue) 

6
th

 and 7
th

 

September 

2018 

Bangkok, 

Thailand  

Mrs. H.G.Priyanthi 

Dammika, Assistant 

Director of Education 

Provincial Department 

of Education (North 

Center Province)  

11.  
Asai-Pacific Meeting of National 

Commissions for UNESCO  

19
th

 to 21
st
 

Sep. 2018 

Gyeongju, 

Korea  

Mr. Premalal Ratnaweera, 

Secretary General  

Sri Lanka National 

Commission for 

UNESCO  

12.  

UNESCO MGIEP: invitation for teachers 

to participate in the TECH conference 

2018                                                    

13
th

 

November 

2018 to 17
th
 

November 

2018 

India  

Mr. W.M.I.G.D.P. 

Wijerathne  

D.S.Senanayaka M.V. 

Dambulla 

Mr. K.A.U.S. Ariyarathna  
Dehiowita M.V. 

Dehiowita 

 

13.  

 

Presentation and Launching of the 

Regional Technical Booklet on Results – 

Based Budgeting and Project on SDG 4 

Costing and Financing  

 

11 

December 

2018  

 

Bangkok 

Mr. N.A.J.Sri Lal  
Gothamie B.V, 

Colombo 10 

Mr. A.G.G.I.L. 

Kumarasinghe  
Dambulla M.M.V. 

Dambulla 

Mr. D.N.Dumbulwaka  
Bandaranaike M.M.V. 

Veyangoda 

Mrs. W.A.T.I. 

Wickramasinghe, 

Accountant (Procument)  
Ministry of Education  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

No. Programme/ Event Date(s) Organize by / 

Venue 

Participations 

Name Institute 

1.  KFIT 3 Project Meeting  
21-22 November 

2018 
Thailand  

M.A.V.Surangi, 

Deputy Director  

Ministry of 

Education 

P.Nalaka, Director 

of Education  

Ministry of 

Education 
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No. Programme/ Event Date(s) 
Organize by 

/ Venue 

Participations 

Name Institute 

1.  

Group Training Course for Young 

Professionals on Cultural Heritage 

Protection in the Asia-Pacific Region 

2018-Investigation, Preservation and 

Management of Archaeological Sites. 

4
th

 Sep.to 4
th

 

Oct. 2018 

Japan 

 

Mr. A.K.Siriwardha, 

District Cultural Officer,  

Department of Cultural 

Affairs  

Mr. Nandana Upul 

Kumara, District Cultural 

Officer,  

Department of Cultural 

Affairs 

Miss. M.A.D.R. 

Athukorala, Archaeological 

Research Officer 

Department of 

Archaeology 

Mrs. T.L.D.Weerakkody, 

Archaeological Research 

Officer 

Department of 

Archaeology 

2.  Re-Org Lisboa – International Workshop   

Mr. A.A.T.K. 

Amarasinghe, 

Archaeological Research 

Officer  

Department of 

Archaeology 

 

3.  

Group Training Courses for Young 

Professionals on Cultural Heritage 

Protection in the Asia-Pacific Region 

2018  

4
th

 Sep. 4
th

 

Oct. 2018 
 

Mr. I.K.C. Amarsinghe, 

Archaeology Officer  
Central Cultural Fund  

4.  
42

nd
 Session of the World Heritage 

Committee 

24
th

 June to 

04
th

 July 

2018 

Royal 

Kingdom of 

Bahrain  

Prof. P.B. Mandawala, 

Director General  

Department of 

Archaeology  

5.  

Thirteenth session of the 

Intergovernmental Committee for the 

Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage 

 

26 

November 1 

December 

2018 

Republic of 

Mauritius 

Dr. B.D.Nandadeva  

Retired Professor 
University of Kelaniya 
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No. Programme/ Event Date(s) Organize by 

/ Venue 

Participations 

Name Institute 

1.  
2

nd
 WESTPAC Workshop on 

Microplasric Research and Monitoring 

15-17 

October 

2018 

Chine  
Mr. J.P. Samarakoon, 

Cheife Engineer  

Sri Lanka Institute of 

Textile & Apparel  
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“We consider that is our paramount duty to empower children, who start and leave 

school having completed their 13 years of education, to face challenges in the world. My 

vision is to provide leadership in achieving modernization of education necessary for the 

endeavors”  

 Minister of Education, Akila Viraj Kariyawasam 
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